
 

 

 
Delegated authority officer decision notice 

 

Decision made by 
 

Tim Oruye - Head of Policy and Programmes 

 

Lead officer 
contact details 

Email address: tim.oruye@southandvale.gov.uk 
Phone number: 07849701774 
 

Decision  
 

To approve the modifications to the Towersey Neighbourhood 
Development Plan, detailed in Table 1, to correct spelling, grammatical, 
typographical or factual errors, together with improvements from a 
presentational perspective. 
 

Key decision?  
 

No 

If key decision, 
has call-in been 
waived by the 
Scrutiny 
Committee 
chair(s)?   

N/A 

Confidential 
decision, and if 
so under which 
exempt 
category? 

No 

Delegated 
authority 
reference from 
the constitution 

At its Council meeting on 14 December 2023, South Oxfordshire District 
Council resolved to authorise the Head of Policy and Programmes, in 
consultation with the relevant Cabinet Member and in agreement with the 
Qualifying Body – Towersey Parish Council, to correct any spelling, 
grammatical, typographical or factual errors, together with any 
improvements from a presentational perspective. 
 

Risks  
 
 

The council is required to publish the final made version of a 
neighbourhood plan as soon as reasonably practicable. The modification 
in this decision is necessary in the preparation of the made version of the 
plan to correct any spelling, grammatical, typographical or factual errors in 
previous iterations.  The council’s decision to make modifications to the 
plan could be challenged; however, the council has followed all 
appropriate processes and the nature and scale of the changes are very 
limited, making any challenge unlikely.   
 

Reasons for 
decision  
 

Regulation 30 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 

(as amended) (“the Regulations”) allows the Council to modify a 

neighbourhood development plan to correct errors with the permission of 

the Qualifying Body. 

At its meeting on 14 December 2023, the Council made the Towersey 

Neighbourhood Plan and delegated to the Head of Policy and 
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Programmes, in consultation with the appropriate Cabinet Member and in 

agreement with the Qualifying Body, the correction of any spelling, 

grammatical, typographical or factual errors, together with any 

improvements from a presentational perspective. 

The Qualifying Body – Towersey Parish Council – agree for the Council to 

make the following modifications: 

Table 1 

Section Proposed Change Reason/Justification 

Throughout 
Plan 

In footnote: 
Replace ‘Referendum Version’ 
With ‘Made December 2023’ 

Factual Correction – 
referendum passed 

Page 5 ‘The Plan will be deemed made, 
once after a village referendum 
the plan has gained a 50% plus 
1 yes vote of all those who 
voted. The Towersey 
Neighbourhood Plan will then 
forms part of the development 
plan for Towersey Parish and 
along. It will become, with the 
District Council’s Local Plan, is 
the starting point for deciding 
where development should take 
place and the type and quality of 
that development.’ 

Factual Correction – 
referendum passed 

Page 6 – 
Para 1.2 

‘In the lead up to the 
referendum, decision makers 
should consider this to be an 
important reference point and 
give it weight as a material 
consideration in any 
development planning 
decisions.’ 

Factual Correction – 
referendum passed 

Page 6 – 
Para 1.3 

‘Should the Plan pass 
referendum it will have full 
planning weight. The 
Neighbourhood Development 
Plan, alongside the rest of the 
development plan, will provides 
the basis for determining 
planning applications and future 
development in the Parish of 
Towersey.’ 

Factual Correction – 
referendum passed 

Page 8-9 – 
Para 2.2.5 

‘All the comments from the six-
week statutory local consultation 
exercise have been analysed 
and fed into this document, the 
proposed Neighbourhood Plan. 
The Parish Council is now 
submitting submitted the final 

Factual Correction – 
referendum passed 



 

 

plan to South Oxfordshire District 
Council to arrange for its 
independent examination and 
then a referendum. 
During the referendum, the 
community of the Parish will be 
were asked whether it wants 
South Oxfordshire District 
Council to use the 
Neighbourhood Development 
Plan to inform its decisions 
regarding planning applications 
in the area. If a simple majority 
of 50% plus one yes vote of all 
who voted is received Following 
a successful referendum, the 
Plan will become is now part of 
the statutory “development plan” 
for the area, and with the Local 
Plan, become is the starting 
point for deciding planning 
applications in Towersey.’ 

Page 39 – 
Para 4.2.2 

‘The latest National Planning 
Policy Frameworks (NPPF) 
published by the Government in 
December 2023, is an important 
guide in the preparation of local 
plans and neighbourhood plans. 
The following paragraphs of the 
NPPF 2023 are considered 
especially relevant: 
• Neighbourhood planning 
(§28 - §30) 
• Promoting healthy and 
safe communities (§9296 - 
§103107) 
• Achieving well-designed 
places (§126131 - §136141) 
• Conserving and 
enhancing the natural 
environment (§174180 - 
§188194) 
• Conserving and 
enhancing the historic 
environment (§189195 - 
§208214)’ 

Factual Correction – 
update to NPPF in 
December 2023 

Page 45 – 
Para 5.1.5 

‘The Neighbourhood Plan does 
not make any housing site 
allocations as the District Council 
has confirmed that the ‘indicative 
housing figure’ for the Parish is 
zero (as per NPPF §676).’ 

Factual Correction – 
update to NPPF in 
December 2023 



 

 

Page 46 – 
Para 5.2.1 

‘The policy is intended to 
contribute towards a mixed and 
balanced community in line with 
paragraph 632 of the NPPF.’ 

Factual Correction – 
update to NPPF in 
December 2023 

Page 51 – 
Para 5.3.3 

‘Advanced, high quality and 
reliable communications 
infrastructure is essential for 
economic growth and social well-
being (NPPF para 1184).’ 

Factual Correction – 
update to NPPF in 
December 2023 

Page 53 – 
Para 5.5.1 

‘Local Plan Policy ENV6 
articulates the provisions of 
§2093 of the NPPF, as does 
TOW5, in respect of ‘non- 
designated heritage assets.’ 

Factual Correction – 
update to NPPF in 
December 2023 

Page 53 – 
Para 5.6.1 

‘The policy designates a series 
of Local Green Spaces in 
accordance with §1040 - §1073 
of the NPPF.’ 

Factual Correction – 
update to NPPF in 
December 2023 

Page 61 – 
Towersey 
Neighbourho
od Plan 
Policies Map 
Inset 1 

Modification to Local Green 
Space i: 
Replace: 

 
With: 

 

Correction of an 
error to align with 
Examiner’s 
recommendation 

 
The Council considers the modifications necessary for the purposes of 
correcting spelling, grammatical and typographical or factual errors. 
These modifications have been incorporated into the made version of the 



 

 

Towersey Neighbourhood Development Plan. 
 
In accordance with Regulation 30 of the Neighbourhood Planning 
(General Regulations) 2012, a copy of this Decision Notice will be 
available to view on the council’s website 
(www.southoxon.gov.uk/towersey-np) and at the location set out at 
Appendix 1. 
 
The made version of the Towersey Neighbourhood Development Plan is 
available at Appendix 2.  

Alternative 
options rejected  
 

N/A 

Implications 
(Climate & 
Ecological, Legal, 
Financial, 
Procurement, 
Other). 

The Towersey Neighbourhood Development Plan was adopted by South 
Oxfordshire District Council on 14 December 2023: there are no further 
implications to highlight.  

Background 
papers 
considered 
 

N/A 

Declarations/ 
conflict of 
interest? 
 

 
No 

Consultees   Name Outcome Date 

Relevant Cabinet 
member  
 

Councillor 
Anne Marie 
Simpson 

Happy to proceed 05/06/24 

Decision maker’s 
signature  
To confirm the 
decision as set out in 
this notice. 

 

Signature:  
 

Date: 07/06/2024 

 
Appendices 

 
Appendix 1 
 
This Decision Notice constitutes ‘the Modification Document’ required under Regulation 30 

of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.  

 

The modified Towersey Neighbourhood Development Plan can be inspected on the 
council’s website www.southoxon.gov.uk/towersey-np, as well as at: 

 

Reception, 
South Oxfordshire District Council, 
Abbey House, Abbey Close, 
Abingdon OX14 3JE 

If you would like to view these 
documents at the Council offices, 
please contact us on 01235 422600 
or email 
planning.policy@southandvale.gov.uk 

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/towersey-np
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/towersey-np
mailto:planning.policy@southandvale.gov.uk


 

 

to book an appointment. 

 
In accordance with Regulation 30 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 

2021, a copy of this Decision Notice ('the Modification Document’) has been sent to:  

• The qualifying body, namely Towersey Council 

• Any person who asked to be notified of the decision 
 
Appendix 2 
 
The Towersey Neighbourhood Development Plan – adopted December 2023. 


