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Links to the relevant documents are set out below where available. A number of local evidence base
documents are contained on the Parish Council website at:
h�ps://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338

Legislation
• Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)
• Localism Act 2011
• Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017
• The Town and Country Planning (General Permi�ed Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended)

h�p://www.legisla�on.gov.uk/

Guidance and Information
• Na�onal Planning Policy Framework h�ps://www.gov.uk/government/publica�ons/na�onal-planning-policy-

framework--2
•

• Toolkit for Neighbourhood Planners h�ps://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/
planning-and-development/local-plan-and-planning-policies/neighbourhood-plans/neighbourhood-planning-
toolkit/

•

• My Community & Locality h�ps://neighbourhoodplanning.org/
h�ps://mycommunity.org.uk/2018/03/15/new-neighbourhood-planning-programme-changes-to-

my-community-everything-you-need-to-know/
•

• Planning Aid England (RTPI) h�ps://www.rtpi.org.uk/planning-aid/neighbourhood-planning/

• UVNS guide to Neighbourhood Planning h�ps://www.uvns.org/sites/default/files/

UVNS_Guide_to_Neighbourhood_Planning.pdf

• Advice on Neighbourhood Planning and the Historic Environment: Historic England h�ps://
historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publica�ons/neighbourhood-planning-and-the-historic-environment/

• Archaeology and the Planning System: Response to the Neighbourhood Planning and Infrastructure Bill,
Council for Bri�sh Archaeology h�p://new.archaeologyuk.org/search-results?q=neighbourhood%20planning

•

• Na�onal Census data 2011 (and 2001) h�ps://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338

District Level
• South Oxfordshire District Council Adopted Local Plan 2035 dra� documents h�ps://www.southoxon.gov.uk/

south-oxfordshire-district-council/planning-and-development/local-plan-and-planning-policies/local-plan-
2035/adopted-local-plan-2035/

• SODC SHMA
h�ps://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/
Main.jsp?MODULE=FolderView&ID=1421403146&CODE=3187906E1C19C2DBD31A7EACD8810ADF&NAME=
Local%20Plan%202035%20Documents%20and%20Evidence%20Base&REF=SLP_EXAMLIB&REFERER_URL_IN

=&SOVA_IN=SOUTH#exactline

• SODC Planning Register-
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h�ps://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/planning-and-development/
comment-on-planning-applica�ons/find-and-comment-on-a-planning-applica�on/

• SODC Sustainability Appraisal Report of the Local Plan Preferred Op�ons 2 Stage 4 March 2017 (Superseded)

• SODC Local Plan Habitats Regula�ons Assessment Report by LUC 2018

h�ps://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/
Main.jsp?MODULE=FolderView&ID=1421403146&CODE=3187906E1C19C2DBD31A7EACD8810ADF
&NAME=Local%20Plan%202035%20Documents%20and%20Evidence%20Base&REF=SLP_EXAMLIB
&REFERER_URL_IN=&SOVA_IN=SOUTH#exactline

• SODC Landscape Character Assessment

h�ps://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/
Main.jsp?MODULE=FolderView&ID=1421403146&CODE=3187906E1C19C2DBD31A7EACD8810ADF
&NAME=Local%20Plan%202035%20Documents%20and%20Evidence%20Base&REF=SLP_EXAMLIB
&REFERER_URL_IN=&SOVA_IN=SOUTH#exactline

• SODC Se�lement Assessment Paper 2017
h�ps://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/
Main.jsp?MODULE=FolderView&ID=1421403146&CODE=3187906E1C19C2DBD31A7EACD8810ADF
&NAME=Local%20Plan%202035%20Documents%20and%20Evidence%20Base&REF=SLP_EXAMLIB
&REFERER_URL_IN=&SOVA_IN=SOUTH#exactline

• The Good Councillors Guide to Neighbourhood Planning 2017

h�ps://www.leicestershireandrutlandalc.gov.uk/uploads/nalc-planningguide-2017-digital.pdf

• Council Tax Bands (VOA 2011) (Within Rural Profile)

• ACRE, OCSI 2013 Rural Community Profile Shiplake
h�ps://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338

• Local Insights
h�ps://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338

• Community Insight profile for ‘Shiplake’ area (January 2018)
• SODC Strategic Environmental Assessment (as part the of Local Plan)

• My Community / Locality Social Survey toolkit

h�ps://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Social-survey-toolkit.pdf

• ODPM Prac�cal Guide to SEA Direc�ve 2005
h�ps://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/a�achment_data/
file/7657/prac�calguidesea.pdf

• AONB Proposal to Extend (Mul� Parish)
h�ps://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338
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A Variety of Other Neighbourhood Plans

• Including Blewberry, Thame, Brightwell Cum Sotwell, Woodcote, A�leborough, GL Hearn Report for
Aylesbury Housing and Economic Needs Assessment

• My Community Housing Needs Assessment Planning Aid How to Use and gather Evidence

• Planning Aid How to Structure Your Neighbourhood Plan Planning Aid Material Planning Considera�ons

• Acre Community Planning SEA flowchart (Within Report)

• VCH Oxfordshire • Texts in Progress • Shiplake (Sept. 2016) 1-6

Specific to Shiplake Villages

All documents found at h�ps://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338 or as specified.

• Kirkham Landscape Planning Limited / The terra firma Consultancy Ltd - Shiplake Parish Landscape
Character Assessment and Analysis of the Open Land Within the Parish Outside the Built-Up Areas of
Lower Shiplake and Shiplake Cross (April 2021)

• Bluestone Planning – Shiplake Parish Character Appraisal incorpora�ng Design Principles (May 2021)

• Phil Jones Associates – Traffic Study for Lower Shiplake (May 2018)
• Shiplake Village Plan 2014

h�ps://www.shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=181

• Shiplake Neighbourhood Development Plan Ques�onnaire (June 2017) and Management Report with full
analysis of responses (2018)

h�p://www.shiplakevillages.com/page-content/documents/1511779303-
Shiplake%20NP%20Ques�onnaire%20FINAL%20Uploaded%20into%20Survey%20Snap%20Final%20
Version%203.pdf

h�p://www.shiplakevillages.com/page-content/documents/1516650025-
Shiplake%20NP%20Survey%20-%20Final%20Report%2022012018.pdf

• Open Neighbourhood Plan Exhibi�on Posters

h�p://www.shiplakevillages.com/page-content/documents/np_presenta�on_nov17.pdf

• Exhibi�on feedback including sta�s�cal analysis of response See Appendix 4.a), b), & c)

• Feedback Forum from Shiplake Neighbourhood Plan website

h�p://www.shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=95

• Shiplake Website Documents and Ar�cles h�ps://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338

• SEA Screening Opinion 2018 h�ps://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338

• SEA Screening Opinion 2019 h�ps://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338

https://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338
https://www.shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=181
http://www.shiplakevillages.com/page-content/documents/1511779303-Shiplake%20NP%20Questionnaire%20FINAL%20Uploaded%20into%20Survey%20Snap%20Final%20Version%203.pdf
http://www.shiplakevillages.com/page-content/documents/1511779303-Shiplake%20NP%20Questionnaire%20FINAL%20Uploaded%20into%20Survey%20Snap%20Final%20Version%203.pdf
http://www.shiplakevillages.com/page-content/documents/1511779303-Shiplake%20NP%20Questionnaire%20FINAL%20Uploaded%20into%20Survey%20Snap%20Final%20Version%203.pdf
http://www.shiplakevillages.com/page-content/documents/1511779303-Shiplake%20NP%20Questionnaire%20FINAL%20Uploaded%20into%20Survey%20Snap%20Final%20Version%203.pdf
http://www.shiplakevillages.com/page-content/documents/1516650025-Shiplake%20NP%20Survey%20-%20Final%20Report%2022012018.pdf
http://www.shiplakevillages.com/page-content/documents/1516650025-Shiplake%20NP%20Survey%20-%20Final%20Report%2022012018.pdf
http://www.shiplakevillages.com/page-content/documents/np_presentation_nov17.pdf
http://www.shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=95
https://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338
https://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338
https://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338


Shiplake Villages Neighbourhood Plan - Submission Draft - September 2021

Vol.2 www.shiplakevillages.com Page Vol 2.6

• Outcomes of open mee�ng(s) with residents prior to pre-submission
• Wri�en views of residents and others
• Summary of consulta�on responses at Pre-submission consulta�on stage

See Volume 3 Consulta�on Statement and Log

• Tree Preserva�on Register h�p://maps.southoxon.gov.uk/gis/?cat=appl&ref=5

• Extant Consents Log from 2011 h�ps://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338

• List of Community Assets h�ps://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338

• Confirma�on by Trustees of Agreement re Memorial Hall Proposed Policy

h�ps://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338

• Minutes of Steering Group Mee�ngs & Agenda (02-17 to 05-18)
h�ps://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338

• Planning appeal decisions for Thames Farm and Land East of Reading Road, Lower Shiplake
h�ps://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338

http://maps.southoxon.gov.uk/gis/?cat=appl&ref=5
https://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338
https://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338
https://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338
https://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338
https://shiplakevillages.com/index.php?pid=338
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Church of St Peter and St Paul
List Entry Number: 1059595
Heritage Category: Lis�ng
Grade: II*
Loca�on: Church of St Peter and St Paul,
Shiplake, South Oxfordshire, Oxfordshire

CHURCH OF ST PETER AND ST PAUL, CROSS
APPROXIMATELY 80 METRES NORTH WEST
List Entry Number: 1059596
Heritage Category: Lis�ng
Grade: II
Loca�on: CHURCH OF ST PETER AND ST PAUL,
CROSS APPROXIMATELY 80 METRES NORTH
WEST, Shiplake, South Oxfordshire, Oxfordshire

CHURCH OF ST PETER AND ST PAUL, WALL
AND GATE APPROXIMATELY 30 METRES SOUTH
List Entry Number: 1059597
Heritage Category: Lis�ng
Grade: II
Loca�on: CHURCH OF ST PETER AND ST PAUL,
WALL AND GATE APPROXIMATELY 30 METRES
SOUTH, Shiplake, South Oxfordshire, Oxfordshire

SHIPLAKE COLLEGE
List Entry Number: 1059600
Heritage Category: Lis�ng
Grade: II
Loca�on: SHIPLAKE COLLEGE, Shiplake, South
Oxfordshire, Oxfordshire

SHIPLAKE HOUSE
List Entry Number: 1059601
Heritage Category: Lis�ng
Grade: II
Loca�on: SHIPLAKE HOUSE, Shiplake, South
Oxfordshire, Oxfordshire

SHIPLAKE COLLEGE, BURR HOUSE
List Entry Number: 1181358
Heritage Category: Lis�ng
Grade: II
Loca�on: SHIPLAKE COLLEGE, BURR HOUSE,
Shiplake, South Oxfordshire, Oxfordshire

SHIPLAKE COLLEGE, WATER TOWER
APPROXIMATELY 90 METRES NORTH WEST
List Entry Number: 1181367
Heritage Category: Lis�ng

Grade: II
Loca�on: SHIPLAKE COLLEGE, WATER TOWER
APPROXIMATELY 90 METRES NORTH WEST,
Shiplake, South Oxfordshire, Oxfordshire

SHIPLAKE COLLEGE, TUDOR COTTAGE
List Entry Number: 1368942
Heritage Category: Lis�ng
Grade: II
Loca�on: SHIPLAKE COLLEGE, TUDOR
COTTAGE, Shiplake, South Oxfordshire, Oxfordshire

Lower Shiplake War Memorial
List Entry Number: 1447881
Heritage Category: Lis�ng
Grade: II
Loca�on: Shiplake, South Oxfordshire, Oxfordshire

The White House
List Entry Number: 1249962
Heritage Category: Lis�ng
Grade: II
Loca�on: THE WHITE HOUSE, BOLNEY ROAD, Shiplake,
South Oxfordshire, Oxfordshire

Appendix 2 – Statutory Heritage Assets
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Appendix 3 – Housing Policy Evidence

A3.1 Introduction – The Status Quo

A3.1.1 The two dis�nct and separate ‘small’ villages of Shiplake Cross and Lower Shiplake are characterised by
the large size of many of the proper�es. Houses par�cularly in Lower Shiplake typically have 4 or more
bedrooms and frequently occupy unusually large gardens back and front. It is not unusual for plot sizes to be
arranged at very low-density levels of 5-10 houses to the hectare or 2-6 houses per acre.

A3.1.2 This can be illustrated by the results of the Parish survey undertaken mid 2017 which shows that 72% of
respondents live in detached proper�es of 4 or more bedrooms, and a further 10% reside in larger semi-
detached or terraced houses with 3 or more bedrooms.

A3.1.3 An inspec�on of the SODC on-line Planning Register for applica�ons since 2011, demonstrates the very
large number of Planning Applica�ons that have been made for:

• Infill developments on surplus land
• Re-build developments and
• The addi�on of extensions and the like

A3.1.4 Many single houses have been demolished and replaced with a number of newer but s�ll very large
proper�es.

A3.1.5 As at the date of wri�ng, since the Neighbourhood Plan period commencement date of 2011 there have
been well over 400 Planning Applica�ons in the Parish and over 200 new dwellings permi�ed, increasing the
exis�ng housing stock. These addi�onal dwellings have essen�ally addressed the need locally for smaller
dwellings, including social housing in the SOHA development, as expressed in the 2017 Neighbourhood Plan
survey.

A3.1.6 It is therefore quite apparent that the local market is firstly very ‘�ght’ in terms of the supply of
development sites; mainly comprises infill and back of garden developments and finally is very much driven by
the recycling of the exis�ng housing stock where larger sites/gardens have driven out increases in density and
the provision of primarily detached new units of accommoda�on.

A3.1.7 Below are a few photographs of typical houses in the villages:

Typical Houses in Lower Shiplake

A3.1.8 The recent planning history of the parish shows the trend in the villages towards building large
execu�ve and professional homes rather than the perhaps more modest accommoda�on that smaller less well-
off middle-income families might demand/be able to afford.
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(source: OCSI, Local Insight Profile for Shiplake area – report created 21 January 2021)

A3.1.9 The pa�ern of local housing is also illustrated in the following extract of bands for Council Tax extracted from
the 2011 census and reflec�ng the preponderance of larger band F G and H housing in stark contrast to the
remainder of the county.

(source: OCSI, Local Insight Profile for Shiplake area – report created 21 January 2021)



Shiplake Villages Neighbourhood Plan - Submission Draft - September 2021

Vol.2 www.shiplakevillages.com Page Vol 2.10

(source: OCSI, Local Insight Profile for Shiplake area – report created 21 January 2021)
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A3.1.10 There is also a very clear pa�ern sugges�ng a rela�vely elderly villages popula�on viz: in 2013 Aged 65+ was
22% compared with: All England 16.3% and Oxon 18.2%. Pensioner households are also a third higher than for the rest
of the county.

A3.1.11 This data is reinforced by our own ques�onnaire responses (mid 2017) that shows that 43% of respondents
are of re�rement age (taken to be over 65).

A3.1.12Whilst this ra�o is very high and is no doubt influenced by those having the �me to complete the
ques�onnaire, the pa�ern and direc�on of travel is clear from the 2 data sets.

A3.1.13 It is also quite apparent at the opposite end of the scale that the numbers having very young children (0-4) are
almost half that of both the district and also the na�on as a whole. This is clear evidence that younger families cannot
afford to live in Shiplake. Those with ‘rela�vely young’ families are more in line with the local and na�onal levels, and
progressively outstrip local and na�onal figures in line with the increasing age of the children within families.

A3.1.14 This pa�ern is demonstrated not only by the popula�on make up highlighted in the above tables, but
also the pa�ern of migra�on over �me as indicated below (ou�low le� – in pale blue, inflow right - in dark
blue). There would appear to be an exodus of families with teenagers and also young adults leaving, and
middle-aged adults returning or moving in. Such a pa�ern of movement supports the affordability point viz,
that accommoda�on is large and expensive locally and occupied on the whole by older and wealthier people.

(source: OCSI, Local Insight Profile for Shiplake area – report created 21 January 2021)

A3.1.15 The compara�ve pa�ern of older residents widens even further in the 2019 ONS figures as follows:

(source: OCSI, Local Insight Profile for Shiplake area – report created 21 January 2021)
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A3.2 The Residents’ Vision for the Villages & Correcting the Open Market Mechanisms

A3.2.1 Recognising the very significant change from being a loca�on that 20/25 years ago a�racted younger to
middle aged professionals and upwardly mobile families with young children, residents in the Villages were asked
to comment on these latest trends. There was a strong view that it was undesirable to have such an
overwhelmingly large elderly popula�on; that younger people should be encouraged to come to the Villages and
that exis�ng residents should be able to remain; by where necessary, moving within the villages by downsizing.
However, to achieve this there would have to be both suitable and more affordable housing and also appropriate
village infrastructure.

A3.2.2 Our Parish Ques�onnaire invited comment about how many and also why people needed to move and
their views of the available accommoda�on in the area. 25% of respondents were looking to move 15% in the next
five years and perhaps 25% over the next ten years.

A3.2.3 37% of respondents who were looking towards moving over that period said this was because their
accommoda�on was too big. A further 72% of respondents said that there was not an adequate choice of
appropriate housing for them in area.

A3.2.4 In view of this the residents of the villages wish to pro- ac�vely influence how the villages evolve and
change via specific policies in this Neighbourhood Plan.

A3.2.5 The villagers are not sa�sfied that the open market in the shape of developers will, if le� to their own
devices, build the type of accommoda�on that meets the needs of the villages in terms of correc�ng the out of
kilter demographics over �me.

A3.2.6 Developers by and large will always seek to maximise built density on any given site as this is how they
maximise their profit and spread the fixed cost of buying the site across a greater square footage – which they can
then sell at similar pro-rata rates per unit of built accommoda�on.

A3.2.7 In a loca�on such as Shiplake it will always be possible to sell whatever a developer chooses to build, and
developers will invariably choose to build what is most profitable to them.
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A3.2.8 The adopted Local Plan 2011-2035 sets out some key objec�ves that are very relevant to this Neighbourhood
Plan:

• OBJ 1.1 Support the se�lement hierarchy, the growth and development of Didcot Garden Town, the
delivery of new development in the heart of the district, the growth of our market towns and the
vitality of our villages.

• OBJ 1.2 Support rural communi�es and their ‘way of life’, recognising that this is what a�racts
people to the district.

• OBJ 6.1 Champion neighbourhood planning, empowering local communi�es to direct development
within their area and provide support to ensure Neighbourhood Development Plans are deliverable,
achievable and sustainable.

A3.2.9 Shiplake Cross and Lower Shiplake are designated as ‘smaller villages’ in the adopted Local Plan, having quite
limited services and infrastructure; and are two dis�nct villages separated by an open area of landscape that provides
a cri�cally important se�ng to the villages.

A3.2.10Notably these two villages are se�lements that are quite close to a significant town – Henley-on-Thames – but
are dis�nct and separate from it. The residents of the two villages like and appreciate the proximity of Henley and the
addi�onal services available within Henley but wish to retain their distance and independence and do not want to
simply become suburbs of Henley.

A3.2.11 The villages are much more rural in character, and the residents have chosen specifically not to live in a
medium sized market town or city/conurba�on, but rather in a far more rural and village type community.

A3.2.12 The policy towards housing provision in smaller villages is confirmed in policy H8 below:

“Policy H8: Housing in the Smaller Villages

1. The Council will support development within the Smaller Villages in accordance with Policy H16. Where a
Parish Council wishes to prepare a Neighbourhood Development Plan and make housing alloca�ons within
it to support further growth, the Council will support this.

2. Those Neighbourhood Development Plans will need to demonstrate that the level of growth they are
planning for is commensurate to the scale and character of their village, and this is expected to be around
a 5% to 10% increase in dwellings above the number of dwellings in the village in the 2011 census (minus
any comple�ons since 1 April 2011).

3. Neighbourhood Development Plans alloca�ng sites on greenfield sites in these loca�ons should consider
how development can meet the bespoke needs of their village, including housing mix, tenure and the
amount of affordable housing.

This policy contributes towards achieving objec�ves 1, 2 & 3”.”

A3.2.13 The suppor�ng text notes that

“4.37 Smaller Villages, as defined in the se�lement hierarchy (Appendix 7), have no defined requirement to
contribute towards delivering addi�onal housing (beyond windfall and infill development) to meet the
overall housing requirement of South Oxfordshire. There is a sufficient supply of housing from strategic
alloca�ons and from exis�ng planning permissions, which means
that the less sustainable se�lements will not be required to offset the housing requirement. However some
parishes may s�ll wish to proceed with preparing a Neighbourhood Development Plan for example to
achieve the protec�on afforded by alloca�ng housing to fund projects they want to deliver or they would
like to iden�fy a specific type of housing bespoke to their village’s
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needs. The Council’s strategy therefore allows them to do so, provided that the levels of growth are
commensurate to the size of the village.

4.38 Proposals in a Neighbourhood Development Plan must be in conformity with the strategic policies in
this Plan, and policies in the NPPF. This Local Plan does not set down a requirement for Smaller Villages in
the Green Belt to deliver addi�onal housing and as such, Smaller Villages would not be expected to propose
altera�ons to the Green Belt through Neighbourhood Development
Plans..”

A3.2.14 This is supplemented by the Affordable Housing Policy (policy H9) and the mix of housing is dealt with in policy
H11.

A3.2.15H11 states (NB point 5 is highly relevant to this Neighbourhood Plan):

“Policy H11: Housing Mix
1. A mix of dwelling types and sizes to meet the needs of current and future households will be sought on
all new residen�al developments.

2. All affordable housing and at least 15% of market housing on sites of 10 dwellings or more should be
designed to meet the standards of Part M (4) Category 2: accessible and adaptable dwellings (or any
replacement standards).

3. At least 5% of affordable housing dwellings should be designed to the standards of Part M (4) Category
3: wheelchair accessible dwellings.

4. All affordable housing and 1 and 2 bed market housing dwellings should be designed to meet the
Na�onally Described Space Standards.

5. The mix of housing should have regard to the Council’s latest evidence and Neighbourhood Development
Plan evidence for the relevant area.

This policy contributes towards achieving objec�ves 1, 2, 4, 5 & 6.”

A3.2.16With much of Shiplake’s newer housing stock having come from infill development and the development of
large gardens, the ongoing posi�on for such developments of which many may s�ll form a significant propor�on of the
villages’ growth going forwards is important to understand per policy H16.

“Policy H16: Infill Development and Redevelopment
1. Within Smaller Villages and Other Villages, development should be limited to infill and the
redevelopment of previously developed land or buildings.

2. Infill development is defined as the filling of a small gap in an otherwise con�nuous built-up frontage or
on other sites within se�lements where the site is closely surrounded by buildings. The scale of infill
should be appropriate to its loca�on.

3. Where a proposal encompasses residen�al development of land behind an exis�ng frontage or placing
of further dwelling/s behind exis�ng dwelling/s within the exis�ng site, the proposals should
demonstrate that:

i) the privacy of exis�ng and future residents will be protected;
ii) means of access can be appropriately secured; and
iii) development would not extend the built limits of the se�lement.

This policy contributes towards achieving objec�ves 2, 4, 5 & 6”

A3.2.17 This Neighbourhood Plan accepts the above policies handed down through the Local Plan and in addi�on
wishes to supplement these policies with the addi�onal policies in set out herein and developed to recognise and give
effect to the par�cular circumstances of the two villages concerned.
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Appendix 4 – Landscape Character Assessment by Kirkham Landscape
Planning Ltd / The terra firma Consultancy Ltd

(see separate document)
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Appendix 5 – Footpath Survey September 2019

A5.1 Introduc�on
A5.1.1 Parish Councils have a responsibility for footpaths within their area. In June the Parish Council asked
Gareth Jones, as someone who is familiar with the public footpaths in the Parish and who walks many of
them regularly, to assist the PC by monitoring and repor�ng on them. His ini�al report is below.

“I have produced a map and a checklist (copies a�ached) of the public footpaths within the Parish based on
the Defini�ve Map and Statement and am using these as a basis for checking all the paths in the Parish. Based
on guidance from Roger Hudson I have considered surface condi�on, obstruc�ons and damage. I have also
included another aspect I consider of importance – the adequacy of signage. I have not as yet found defined
standards for these aspects so have used my own judgement as to reasonable standards for rural footpaths.

Summary
All footpaths are in an adequate or good condi�on: surface condi�on is good, all paths are readily passable
with only occasional minor overgrowth, there is no significant damage and signage is generally adequate.
There are a few instances where some a�en�on to the footpath – either in terms of clearance or signage - is
desirable. There are rather more instances where Defini�ve Map and Statement should be corrected or updated.

Specific issues

1. Footpath 4 (from sta�on to Bolney Road) – the path width behind Black Cat and Rozel Co�ages is
significantly limited by overgrowing hedges. It is passable but hedges should be significantly trimmed back.

2. Footpath 9 (Church to College landing) - there is a waymark post located some way down the path but this
has ro�ed. It needs to be replaced, preferably at the top of the path.

3. Footpath 10 (across Shiplake Farm fields) - part of this footpath is marked by posts indica�ng this is a
Permissive Footpath. This conflicts with the defini�ve map and is inconsistent with signs at each end of the
footpath indica�ng a Public footpath.

4. Footpath 11 (from FP10 to Orwell’s) - there’s a sign where this path changes route but it’s poorly sited – it
should be closer to the corner.

Updates required to Defini�ve Map and Statement:

1. Footpaths 242/1 (part of) (Bolney Lane), 242/26 & 27 (Northfield Ave to Reading Rd) should be transferred
from Harpsden to Shiplake Parish responsibility to reflect 2014 Parish Boundary change. Renumbering and
revision to map and descrip�ons required.

2. Footpath 6 (Northfield Ave) requires revision to descrip�on to reflect 2014 Parish Boundary change.
3. Footpath 6 (Mill Rd to railway viaduct) needs to be shown in the Map.
4. Path from New Rd to Badger’s Walk to be included in next Map revision.
5. Footpath 37 (River to railway viaduct) commonly used route is not as shown in Map. Revision desirable.
6. Footpath 10 (Shiplake farm fields) mapping inaccurate. Revision desirable.”
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Appendix 6 – Shiplake Villages Character Appraisal and Design Guide

(see separate document)
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