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Appendix 2: Review of Key Characteristics within Published Landscape Character Assessments 

Assessment Landscape 

Character Area 

(LCA) within 

Tetsworth 

Key Characteristics of LCA  Landscape Type 

(LT) within 

Tetsworth 

Key Characteristics of LT  

National Level 

National 
Character 
Areas (NCA) 

NCA 108.  
Upper Thames 
Clay Vales 

• A broad belt of open, gently 
undulating lowland farmland on 
predominantly Jurassic and 
Cretaceous clays. 

• There are contrasting landscapes, 
including enclosed pastures of the 
claylands with wet valleys, mixed 
farming, hedges, hedge trees and 
field trees and more settled, open, 
arable lands. Mature field oaks give a 
parkland feel in many places. 

• The area is dominated by 
watercourses. 

• There are a number of major 
transport routes. 

• There is little woodland cover (around 
3 per cent) but hedgerows and 
mature field and hedgerow trees are 
a feature, and many watercourses are 
fringed with willow or poplar. 

n/a n/a 
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Assessment LCA within 

Tetsworth 

Key Characteristics of LCA  LT within 

Tetsworth 

Key Characteristics of LT  

County Level 

The 
Oxfordshire 
Wildlife and 
Landscape 
Study, 2004 

n/a n/a 3. Clay Vale • A flat, low-lying landform. 

• Mixed land uses, dominated by 
pastureland, with small to medium-sized 
hedged fields. 

• Many mature oak, ash and willow 
hedgerow trees; 

• Dense, tree-lined streams and ditches 
dominated by pollarded willows and 
poplars. 

• Small to medium-sized nucleated 
villages. 

n/a n/a 11. Rolling 
Clayland 

• Rolling landform, strongly undulating in 
places. 

• Dense corridors of willows bordering 
many small streams and ditches. 

• Small to medium-size mixed plantations. 

• Small to medium-size grass fields and 
some arable cropping. 

• Moderately sized settlements and 
dispersed farmsteads. 
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Assessment LCA within 

Tetsworth 

Key Characteristics of LCA  LT within 

Tetsworth 

Key Characteristics of LT  

District Level 

Landscape 
Character 
Assessment 
for the Local 
Plan 2033, 
2017 (LCA 
and LT areas 
are same as  
South 
Oxfordshire 
Landscape 
Assessment, 
2003) 

LCA 3 The Clay 
Vale 

• The landscape ranges between c. 50m 
AOD (Above Ordnance Datum (AOD)) 
and c. 110m AOD. 

• The area is crossed by a network of 
small watercourses. 

• Ancient woodland exists in small 
areas. 

• The land use is predominantly 
agricultural, comprising mostly of 
arable land. 

• Arable field margins are widespread 
in the area. 

• Busy transport corridors cross through 
this area including the M40 motorway, 
the A40, A329 and A418 roads. 

• Long distance views to the Chilterns 
AONB in the east. 

• Aeroplanes are a common feature in 
the skies above the area. 

• Villages in the area are typically 
nucleated 

2. Amenity 
Landscapes 

• Incongruous, artificial landform at the 
Oxfordshire Golf Course, out of context 
with surrounding gently undulating 
landform. 

• Typical golf course landscapes of 
greens, fairways and roughs, with 
associated features such as lakes and 
bunkers and buildings. 

• Moderate intervisibility. 

7. Flat, Semi-
Enclosed 
Farmland 

• Similar to flat, open farmland landscape 
type but with stronger landscape 
structure and a semi-enclosed character 
(e.g. along Cuttle Brook near Thame 
Park). 

• Rural and semi-enclosed character. 

• Moderate to low intervisibility. 

19. Undulating 
Open Vale 

• Low-lying, undulating or gently rolling 
landform. 

• Large-scale farmland, mostly under 
intensive arable cultivation. 

• Typically large fields, with rectilinear 
pattern of field boundaries. 

• Weak structure of tightly clipped or 
gappy hedgerows, with few hedgerow 
trees. 



4  

 

 

 

  

• Open, denuded and exposed character, 
with high intervisibility. 

• Distinctive elevated and expansive 
character on higher ground, with 
dominant sky and long views. 

• Predominantly rural character but some 
localised intrusion of main roads 
(including M40/A40), overhead power 
lines and built development 

20. Undulating 
Semi-Enclosed 
Vale 

• Similar to undulating open vale 
landscape type but with a stronger 
structure of hedgerows and trees which 
provide clearer definition of field 
pattern. 

• Predominantly intensive arable land use 
but some pockets of permanent pasture 
occur, particularly around settlements 
and in the more strongly undulating 
areas. 

• Predominantly rural character but some 
localised intrusion of main roads 
(including M40/A40), overhead power 
lines and built development. 

• Moderate intervisibility 
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Assessment LCA within 

Tetsworth 

Key Characteristics of LCA  LT within 

Tetsworth 

Key Characteristics of LT  

Draft 
Tetsworth 
Parish 
Character 
Assessment, 
April 2018  
For the 
purposes of 
this appraisal 
MBELC have 
bullet pointed 
the key 
characteristics 
within each 
area, based 
on the draft 
descriptions 
within the 
Tetsworth 
Character 
Assessment.   

Countryside 
Character 
Sector 1 – Land 
North of 
Tetsworth 

• Oxfordshire Way 

• Tetsworth Common 

• Golf Club 

• Patchwork of fields defined by mature 
hedgerows 

• Attractive views from Lobbersdown 
Hill where the Church is an attractive 
landmark 

• Village surrounded by vegetation 

• Chilterns form backdrop to views 

n/a n/a 

Countryside 
Character 
Sector 2 – Land 
East of 
Tetsworth 

• Few buildings and mostly agricultural 
uses with notable exception of Mellon 
Stud 

• Network of rural footpaths 

• Presence of B4012 

• Visibility of Thame Park 

• Attractive views of Church from 
Horsenden Hill 

• Judds Lane, rural lane and bridleway 

n/a n/a 

Countryside 
Character 
Sector 3 – Land 
South-East of 
Tetsworth 
between M40 
and A40 

• Bounded by busy roads of A40 and 
M40 

• Mostly open pasture but with line of 
woodland alongside motorway 

• Stoke Talmage Road, quiet local road 
with views of Chilterns 

n/a n/a 
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• Abrupt change from residential to 
countryside behind Chiltern View and 
Oak Farm Close 

Countryside 
Character 
Sector 4 – Land 
to the South of 
the M40 

• Large area including all land south of 
M40. 

• Very rural in character 

• Bounded by M40 along northern side 
which runs both above and below 
ground on embankment and in cutting 

• Eastern parts are flatter and area is 
bounded on its southern edge by 
Haseley Brook 

• Access tracks to Manor and Oxhouse 
Farms from the A40 crossing the 
motorway on bridges 

n/a n/a 

Countryside 
Character 
Sector 5 – Land 
North-West of 
Tetsworth 
between M40 
and A40 

• Narrow area bounded by busy roads of 
A40 and M40 

• Mostly pasture 

• Car boot sales in summer months 

• Land rises from edge of Tetsworth  

• Well used network of footpaths 

• Views to attractive village edge with 
church landmark 

n/a n/a 



  
 

 

 

 
Appendix 3: Valued Characteristics Summary Table 

 

 



  
 

 

 

Appendix 3: Valued Characteristics Summary Table 
 
Note: A black dot means that the characteristic is present and easily appreciated in the view. 

 
 
 

Key 
View 

 

Valued Characteristic (Summarised) 
 

Attractive 
areas of 
countryside 
providing a 
highly rural 
setting to 
the village. 

Extensive 
PRoW 
network 
converging 
on the 
village. 

Locally 
elevated 
views and 
village 
location on 
a small hill 
surrounded 
by 
countryside. 

Compact, 
nucleated 
settlement 
pattern. 

Long 
distance 
views 
towards 
the 
Chilterns 
AONB and 
North 
Wessex 
Downs 
AONB. 

Historic 
village 
character 
with 
attractive 
characterful 
buildings. 

Narrow 
streets 
winding 
up 
slope 
towards 
St Giles 
Church. 

Landmark 
of St 
Giles 
Church. 

Surrounding 
trees 
softening 
village 
edge. 

Village 
Green 
physically 
and visually 
connected 
to wider 
countryside. 

1 • • • • •   • •  

2 • • • •    • •  

3 •       • •  

4 • • •     • •  

5 • • • • • •  • •  

6 • • • • • •  • •  

7 • •    •  • • • 
8      • •    

9      •   • • 
10 • •       • • 
11 • •       •  

12 • • •      •  

13 • • •  •    •  

14 • •         

15 • •   •      
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