Delegated Report for Neighbourhood Area application

Date: 5 November 2015
Application proposal: Watlington Neighbourhood Area
Case officer: Peter Canavan

PROPOSED NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA
WATLINGTON PARISH

RELEVANT BODY
WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

POLICY & GUIDANCE
SECTION 61G(1) OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 as
amended

CONSULTATION

DURATION 10/09/2015 - 08/10/15 (4 WEEKS)
COMMENTS 7 of no comment/general comment
OBJECTIONS None

WARD MEMBER Anna Badcock: Happy to proceed.

PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS

Neighbourhood planning is part of the Government’s localism agenda aiming to empower
communities. Neighbourhood Development Plans will form the main policy document for
designated areas and may allocate sites and set local policies for development. Plans will have
to be in compliance with national policy, in general conformity with local strategic policy in the
South Oxfordshire Core Strategy and compatible with EU obligations.

Watlington Parish Council submitted a new application for the (re)designation of a
neighbourhood area in accordance with Regulation 5 of The Neighbourhood Planning (General)
Regulations 2012. The specified area includes the whole of the parish, as amended by parish
boundary changes April 2015. Watlington Parish Council made the application as a result of the
parish boundaries review to maintain the conformity of the emerging policies and proposals
within the Neighbourhood Plan that covers the area indicated.

We publicised the application from 10 September to 8 October 2015, in accordance with
regulation 6 of The Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012. No objections were received to
the consultation and of the 7 other comments received from statutory consultees none were of
particular significance. A local authority is required to have regard to the desirability of
designating the whole of the area of a parish council as a neighbourhood area under 61G(4) of
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, and the Watlington parish boundary was considered
and revised only recently through a Community Governance Review.

The area is not primarily or wholly business in nature and should not be designated as a
business area under section 61(H)(1) of the Act.

The designated area is suitable to be designated as a neighbourhood area, it encompasses the
whole the parish and is an appropriate and discrete area suitable for the preparation of local
policies and proposals.




Recommendation

The Head of Planning (re)designates the whole of the parish of Watlington as a neighbourhood
area under Section 61G(1) of the Town and County Planning Act 1990 as amended.

Decision by Head of Planning

Agree

Signature _
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