
	
	
	



​​​​​​​Councillor Maggie Filipova-Rivers                        Date:2nd October 2026

Abbey House                                                          Ref: TH4799
Abbey Close
Abingdon
OX14 3JE

Dear Councillor Filipova-Rivers,

I appreciate the impact that vehicle-related anti-social behaviour, including excessive vehicle noise, can have on residents' quality of life. Please be assured that Thames Valley Police takes concerns of this nature extremely seriously and undertakes robust enforcement activity where appropriate.

Enforcement activity targeting vehicle-related anti-social behaviour is carried out across South Oxfordshire. The Roads Policing Tasking Team conducts targeted operations, while local Neighbourhood Policing Teams undertake enforcement activity within their communities.

 In recent months, Roads Policing has supported local officers through three dedicated operations in response to concerns about anti-social motorcycle use. This activity is supplemented by proactive patrols, responses to reports of dangerous driving or riding, and both fixed and mobile speed enforcement at locations across South Oxfordshire. During August 2026 alone, officers carried out more than 570 hours of speed enforcement activity across the area.

Enforcing offences relating to excessively noisy exhausts does, however, present challenges. Thames Valley Police does not currently have the equipment capable of providing the evidential noise measurements required to support prosecution proceedings. Trials of noise cameras, including schemes operated in Surrey and projects supported by the Department for Transport, have shown some promise in identifying excessively noisy vehicles and may have a deterrent effect. However, the technology remains limited in its capabilities and has not yet been widely adopted as an automated enforcement tool. Any enforcement action arising from such technology would still need to meet existing evidential requirements and be undertaken within the current legislative framework.
In addition, the current fixed penalty for a noisy exhaust is not always a significant deterrent. The offence carries a £50 non-endorsable fixed penalty notice, meaning no penalty points are applied to a driver's licence. Given that some non-compliant exhaust systems can cost in excess of £1,000, the financial penalty alone may have limited impact on driver behaviour. The force has no authority to determine the level of penalties for these offences, and any changes to penalty levels or the introduction of licence points would require legislative change at a national level.

I would welcome the support of South Oxfordshire District Council in lobbying the Department for Transport and Home Office to both introduce stronger penalties and to bring forward better technology to all the police to practically enforce these offences.

Kind regards

Matthew Barber

Police and Crime Commissioner
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