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SECTION 1: ADDENDUM PURPOSE 
 

 

 
 

 
 Identifies any known changes to the network of playing pitches and related sports 

facilities since the draft Playing Pitch Strategy. 
 Summarises the implications of feedback from the District Council’s consultation on 

the draft strategy, where this has resulted in a significant change in the study 
recommendations. 

 Provides an updated assessment of the future balance in the demand and supply of 
playing pitches for the Local Plan period up to 2034, and where there is planned 
development of strategic housing allocations beyond this date, the longer term 
requirements. 

 Considers the implications of project and feasibility work undertaken since the draft 
strategy. 

 Confirms the draft strategy recommendations or provides updated 
recommendations. 
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SECTION 2: PLAYING PITCH UPDATE  
 
IMPLICATIONS OF THE PROPOSED STRATEGIC SITE ALLOCATIONS 
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SECTION 3: FOOTBALL  
 

 

 
 Thame: improved security lighting for pavilion at Southern Road Recreation 

Ground 
 Goring on Thames: improvement of pavilion and surrounds for Gardiner 

Recreation Ground 
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Figure 1: Football needs to 2034 

 

Sub 
area  

Sub area 
demand to 
2034 - total 
grass playing 
field space (ha) 
and 3G AGP 
requirement Sites 

Estimated demand 
from specific sites 
up to 2034 (ha of 
grass playing field 
space)  

Estimated demand 
from specific sites 
following full 
development beyond 
2034 (ha of grass 
playing field space) Comment 

West 5.5 
ha grass 

 
2 full size 3G 

pitches  
 
 
 
 

 
Didcot 
(various)  

3.7 3.7 Demand spread across a number of development sites. Invest in 
existing pitch sites to improve quality and increase capacity.  

Culham 1.7 2.4 Requires pitch provision on site including 2 team changing 
pavilion.  
Current provision in/close to area is adult football only at 
Culham Science Centre which is unsecured, and Abingdon Town 
FC.  No spare capacity.  New provision required.  
 
Part of development planned for after 2034, so need to 
masterplan long term sufficient provision, as a single sports hub 
site with clubhouse shared with cricket.  

Grenoble 
Road  

1.1 1.6 Requires pitch provision on site including 2 team changing 
pavilion as there is no existing football provision within the 
strategic housing area.  
 
Part of development planned for after 2034, so masterplan 
should ensure long term sufficient provision, as a single sports 
hub site with clubhouse shared with cricket.  

Wallingford 0.5 0.5 Invest in existing pitch sites to improve quality and increase 
capacity. 

Berinsfield  1.6 1.6 Requires provision on site including 2 team changing pavilion.  
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Lay Avenue in Berinsfield has most pitch sizes and some spare 
capacity.  Further assessment required to determine if the Lay 
Avenue pitches can be improved sufficiently to meet the new 
demand.  If so, alternative could be off site investment to Lay 
Avenue.  

North  3.1  
ha grass  

 
 

2 full size 3G 
pitches 

 
Thame 
(various)  

0.6 0.6 Demand spread across a number of development sites. Invest in 
existing pitch sites to improve quality and increase capacity. 

Chalgrove  0.8 1.6 Requires provision on site including 2 team changing pavilion.  
Chalgrove Recreation Ground has pitches of all sizes and also 
caters for Step 7 club.  Some capacity on site but pitches poor 
quality with a number of issues.  Further assessment required 
to determine if site can meet demand generated by the 
strategic housing development.  Assume provision required on 
site until assessment undertaken.  
 
Part of development planned for after 2034, so masterplan 
should ensure long term sufficient provision, as a single sports 
hub site 

Northfield  0.6 0.6 Development too small to provide on-site.  Invest off site to 
Garsington Memorial Playing Fields which currently has adult 
and youth provision and some spare capacity. Improve pitches 
and clubhouse.  

Bayswater 
Brook  

0.5 0.5 Development too small to provide on-site.  Invest off site either 
to Forest Hill or to Headington Risinghurst Sports Ground to 
improve pitches to provide for mini and youth football and 
provision of basic pavilion facilities.  

South  0.7  
ha grass 

 
0.4 

Full size 3G 
pitch 

 
Henley 
(various)  

0.4 0.4 Invest in existing pitch sites to improve quality and increase 
capacity. 
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District wide  

 Protect all existing playing field sites in South Oxfordshire and maintain the pitches 
and ancillary facilities at least at standard quality. 

 Housing developments to provide contributions for football either on-site (where 
indicated) or as off-site contributions.  

 The master-planning of proposed strategic site allocations should take into account 
the total planned growth of the site, including beyond 2034 and provide single sports 
hubs with multiple pitches, clubhouse, parking and other ancillary facilities.  

 Address site by site investment needs as identified in the draft PPS.   
West 

 Provide for football on the proposed strategic site allocations of:  
Culham (2.4 ha grass playing field) 
Grenoble Road (1.6 ha grass playing field)  
Berinsfield (1.6 ha grass playing field)  

 Provide 2 full size 3G pitches:  
Explore the feasibility of developing a full size pitch at Wallingford Sports Park 
which meets both the Rugby Reg 22 specification and that of the FA register, and 
confirm the anticipated usage by football. If viable, confirm funding and delivery.  
Provide 1 full size 3G pitch in Didcot on a site with the potential to deliver a second 
pitch in the longer term.  

North 
 Provide for football on the proposed strategic site allocation of Chalgrove (1.6 ha 

grass playing field).  
 Provide 2 full size 3G pitches:  

Develop additional full size 3G pitch provision at Meadow Park in Thame, with the 
options being explored as part of a feasibility study.  
One other 3G pitch in the North sub area.  

South 
 Ensure Henley Jubilee Park proposed replacement changing provision for football and 

hockey meets the needs of the clubs, is appropriate for the site, and does not impact 
on the pitch provision. 

 Provide: 
Additional football capacity in Henley, potentially via the development of a full 
size 3G pitch.  
Develop 1 x full-size 3G pitch and a training size pitch elsewhere in South sub area, 
sites and size of training pitch to be confirmed but based on demand and viability. 
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SECTION 4: CRICKET  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
District wide  

 Protect all existing used cricket sites in South Oxfordshire and address site by site 
investment needs as identified in the PPS.   

 Housing developments to provide contributions for cricket either on-site (where 
indicated) or as off-site contributions.  

 The master-planning of the proposed strategic site allocations should take into 
account the total planned growth of the site, including beyond 2034 and provide 
single sports hubs with multiple pitches, clubhouse, parking and other ancillary 
facilities on or off-site.  

 To support the growth of cricket amongst women and girls and young people, priority 
should be given to clubhouse facilities which meet the national governing body 
recommendations.  

West 
 Provide one cricket pitch with clubhouse and ancillary facilities in: Didcot (site to be 

confirmed) and Grenoble Road.  
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Figure 2: Cricket needs to 2034 
 

Sub area  

Sub area 
demand to 
2034 - total 
number of 
cricket 
pitches  Sites 

Estimated 
demand from 
specific sites up 
to 2034 (number 
of pitches/ ha of 
grass playing 
field space if on 
site)  

Estimated demand 
from specific sites 
following full 
development 
beyond 2034 (ha of 
grass playing field 
space if on site) Comment 

West 1.7 pitches  
 
 

 
Didcot 
(various)  

1.3 pitches 1.3 pitches  Demand spread across a number of development sites.  
 
Provide 1 cricket pitch, and invest in other sites to improve 
quality 

Culham 0.4 pitches 0.5 pitches 
(1.25 ha)  

Provide off-site contributions towards the improvement / 
increase in number of pitches at Abingdon CC and Clifton 
Hampden, and improvement of clubhouse provision.  
 
Part of development planned for after 2034, so masterplan 
should ensure long term sufficient provision, as a single sports 
hub site, with clubhouse shared with football.  

Grenoble 
Road  

0.3 pitches 0.6 pitches 
(1.25 ha)  

Provide 1 cricket pitch on site after 2034 unless it can be shown 
that there are alternative sites within the drive time catchment 
which are suitable and can be improved via off-site contributions.   
 
Part of development planned for after 2034, so masterplan 
should ensure long term sufficient provision, as a single sports 
hub site, with clubhouse shared with football. 
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Wallingford 0.2 pitches 0.2 pitches  Invest in existing pitch sites to improve quality and increase 
capacity. 

Berinsfield  0.3 pitches 0.3 pitches Invest in existing pitch sites to improve quality and increase 
capacity. 
 

North  1.2 pitches   
Thame 
(various)  

0.2 pitches 0.3 pitches Demand spread across a number of development sites. Invest in 
Thame Town CC to increase capacity and potentially the cricket 
pitch at Lord Williams’s Upper School subject to community use 
agreement.   

Chalgrove  0.2 pitches 0.3 pitches Invest in existing pitch sites to improve quality and increase 
capacity. 

Northfield  0.3 pitches 0.4 pitches Invest in existing pitch sites to improve quality and increase 
capacity. 

Bayswater 
Brook  

0.2 pitches 0.3 pitches Invest in existing pitch sites to improve quality and increase 
capacity. 

South  0.2 pitches 
 

 
Henley 
(various)  

0.1 pitches 0.2 pitches Demand spread across a number of development sites. Invest in 
existing pitch sites to improve quality and increase capacity. 
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SECTION 5: RUGBY UNION 
 

 

 
 

 
 Pitch floodlights have been installed for Didcot RFC at Boundary Park, Didcot.   

 
 Chinnor RFC based at Thame has slightly amended its plans for the provision of 

extended changing rooms and is now converting the barn into a gym to allow space 
in the main clubhouse for additional changing to cater for both female and male rugby 
activity. The club has recently improved floodlighting on the training area and would 
welcome a training size Regulation 22 pitch on the club site. 

 
 The Holton Playing Fields, home to Wheatley RFC, are now in secure community use.  

 
 

 
 

 
Figure 3: Rugby needs to 2034 

 
Sub area Sub area demand to 2034 

(number of full size rugby 
pitches) 

Total sub area demand including 
beyond 2034 (number of full size 

rugby pitches) 
West  0.73 1.0 
North 0.4 0.5 
South  0.1 0.1 
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District wide 
 Retain all of the rugby club sites across South Oxfordshire. 
 Housing developments to provide off-site contributions for rugby towards increasing 

the capacity of pitches and ancillary facilities.  
 Keep under review the impact of the Reg 22 pitch at Horspath on the South 

Oxfordshire clubs.  
West 

 Undertake a feasibility study to confirm the deliverability and sustainability of a full 
size Reg 22 pitch at Wallingford Sports Park, including the extent of use for both rugby 
and football, and taking into account the impact of the new Horspath Reg 22 pitch. 
Deliver the Reg 22/ FA Register full size pitch if the feasibility report is positive.  

North 
 Address the capacity issues at Chinnor RFC, if possible, by expanding the number of 

pitches onto the adjacent showground. Develop a training size Reg 22 facility and 
improve the changing facilities.  

 Improve the pitch quality together with changing and clubhouse facilities at Wheatley 
RFC.  

South  
 Improve changing facilities on the main Henley site and basic wash facilities for the 

Regatta site. Explore opportunities to develop additional pitches, particularly for mini 
and junior use.  

 Improve the changing provision at Reading Abbey, particularly for women. 
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SECTION 6: HOCKEY 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Figure 4: Hockey needs to 2034 

 
Sub area Sub area demand to 2034 - 

number of full size hockey 
surface pitches 

Total sub area demand including 
beyond 2034 in number of full size 

hockey surface pitches 
West  0.3 0.3 
North 0.2 0.2 
South  0.03 0.03 

 
 

 
 
District wide 

 Retain all of the existing hockey pitches with community use as hockey surfaces.  
 Housing developments to provide off-site contributions for hockey towards 

increasing the capacity of pitches and ancillary facilities, or the provision of new sites.  
West 

 Continue to explore the extension of the opening hours at Wallingford School at the 
weekends for hockey club use, to provide one hockey surface match pitch for 
community use.  

 Ensure the provision of a total of 3 hockey surface pitches in the sub area by 2034;  
 An additional hockey match specification pitch in the West, ideally in 

Wallingford, to be made available as soon as possible if the negotiations at 
Wallingford School are unsuccessful, or by 2026 if they are. 

 If required, a third hockey pitch in the West sub area to be brought into use by 
2034. 
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North 
 Provide additional 3G AGP capacity in Thame and the North to allow Thame Hockey 

Club greater booking time on the existing pitch at Lord Williams’s Upper School.  
South 

 Ensure that the neighbourhood plan policies and proposals which envisage the loss 
but re-provision of the current changing facilities and car parking which serve Jubilee 
Park at Henley protect both hockey and football use. The replacement facilities should 
be appropriate for the sports, meet the needs of the clubs, and not significantly 
impact on the grass playing field area of the site. 

 1 full size hockey surface pitch as soon as possible in the Henley area, at a site to be 
identified. 

 

SECTION 7: FUNDING AND DELIVERY 
 
FUNDING THE PROPOSALS  
 

 

 
 

 
DELIVERING THE STUDY   
 

 

 
 


